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sent by Calivahana."   The king reflected: " This man is sent by my enemy, but since
I have promist to give it, I must not break my word.   And it is said:
1.  In this wholly unprofitable round of existence (a plighted) word is the only
thing of importance.   Whosoever breaks his word loses his acquired merit."
Thus speaking he gave the brahman the jar of nectar.
The statue said: O king, let him ascend this throne who has such magnanimity.
Here ends the twenty-fourth story
jainistic recension or £4
When King Bhoja once again on another occasion had made complete preparations
for the coronation-rite and was ascending the throne, the twenty-fourth statue said:
" O king, he who has magnanimity like Vikramaditya's mounts upon this throne.'*
And when the king askt " Of what sort was that magnanimity ? " the statue said:
** O king,
In the city of Purandarapura there was a merchant Dhanapati, who was enormously
rich and had four sons. Once, as it came tune for him to die, he said to his sons: " My
boys, you should stand together; but if you cannot, then by my bed there are four
vessels inscribed with your names. Take them, one each." So saying he died. Now
one time, when the sons had quarreled with one another, they took these vessels, and
when they lookt, behold, in one there was earth, in the second coals, in the third bones,
in the fourth straw. Not understanding the meaning of this, they askt many people,
but no one understood it. One time they askt in the council of Vikrama, but even
there the solution was not found. Then they went to the city of Pratisthana, but there
also the solution was not found by anyone. [13]
At this time there were a couple of brahmans in Pratisthana city, whose sister, a
beautiful widow, was enjoyed by a certain serpent-prince, and became pregnant.
Seeing her in this condition, they both became suspicious of each other, and both left
the country. But she remained, to be near the serpent-prince. And she brought
forth, and a son was born, who was named (Jalivahana. ^^ ke jjvecj wfth nig mother
in the house of a potter. Now when he heard the matter of the dispute, he went into
the assembly and said: *e Councillors, I will solve this discussion." And all lookt at
him in amazement. But he said: " All the land goes to him who was given earth by
his father; all the grain to him who was given straw; all the livestock and servants to
him who was given bones; all the seven metals including gold to him who was given
coals." Hearing this all were delighted, and the discussion was ended, and all those
four went to their own home, [22]
Hearing of this solution, the noble Vikrama sent to the city of Pratisthana a sum-
mons for that boy. But he would not come, and said: " Why should I go to him ?
If he has any business with me, then he can come here himself." Hearing this King
Vikrama with his army marcht against Pratisthana. And even then he would not come
to him, tho urged to by the people. Thereupon the city was beleaguered by Vikrama.
And certain clay figures of elephants, horses, and foot-soldiers, which the boy had made
in play, were animated by the power of the serpent-prince, and marcht forth to battle.
But even they could not conquer Vikrama. After this the serpent-prince, taking sides
with Ms son, stung the army of Vikraraa in the night, and they fell to the ground
paralyzed. Seeing this Vikrama performed a charm to King V&suki, who was pro-

